https://www.amitrakshar.co.in/journal : www.amitrakshar.co.in

Volume — 3 Issue — IV July- August 2026 ISSN: 3049-0278 (Online)

Amitrakshar International Journal

of Interdisciplinary and Transdisciplinary Research (AIJITR)
(A Social Science, Science and Indian Knowledge Systems Perspective)
Open-Access, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Bi-Monthly, International E-Journal

Religion, Law and the State in the Agni Purana:
A Political-Theoretical Analysis

Trina Mitra Ghosh!

[Abstract W\ >
The Agni Purana is generally recognized as one of the eighteen Mahapuranas, I.\k g Crossrefd

primarily associated with religious teachings, rituals, and mythology. However, beyond| SSN-309-0278 Oiline)  DOT (Crossref) Prefix: 1063431
its theological dimensions, the text contains significant reflections on kingship, law, = i e LA ]
lcovernance, administration, justice, and public welfare, making it an important yef
understudied source of ancient Indian political thought. This article examines the| o P S -
concepts of religion, law, and the state in the Agni Purana from a political-theoretical - - TEo
perspective. It argues that the text presents an integrated model of governance in
which Dharma functions as the ethical foundation of political authority, law serves|
as the institutional mechanism for maintaining justice and social order, and the state|
operates as the guardian of public welfare and moral governance. The study furthen
explores the ideas of Rajadharma, Dandaniti, administrative organization, judicia S 2 1
impartiality, ethical leadership, and social responsibility, highlighting their relevance| . M ﬁ
to contemporary political concepts such as the Rule of Law, Good Governance, Welfare = o
State, Ethical Governance, and Political Legitimacy. Adopting a qualitative and textual-| AUITR- Volume-3, Issue-1V, July-August 2026
analytical methodology, the article demonstrates that the Agni Purana is not merely a ®

IND!

religious scripture but also a sophisticated political text that contributes significantly to
the intellectual history of Indian political thought. The study concludes that the politica
philosophy articulated in the Agni Purana continues to offer valuable normative insights|
for contemporary debates on governance, justice, and ethical statecraft. Copyright © 2026 by author (s) and (ALIITR).
Keywords: Agni Purana, Rajadharma, Dharma, Dandaniti, Ancient Indian Political] T isan Open Access article distributed

oy under the terms of the Creative Commons
Thought, Rule of Law, Good Governance, Welfare State, Political Theory. Attribution License (CC BY 4.0)

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0)

&R 3419 |
TSIH TR FEH TSI |
ST Haq AT TSATaTe: gguear |l

Puskara said:
“I shall now expound the duties of kingship (Rajadharma). An ideal king should be a destroyer of enemies, a protector of his
subjects, and one who administers justice through righteous punishment.”(Agni Purana, Chapter 218, Verse 2)
In ancient Indian political thought, Rajadharma was never conceived as a charter of absolute or arbitrary authority. Rather,
it represented a comprehensive framework of the moral and social responsibilities of the ruler. According to the Agni Purana,
although the king occupies the central position within the state, he is neither sovereign in an unrestricted sense nor above the
law. Instead, he is the custodian and servant of Dharma.
Raja bhavet $atruhanta prajapalah su-dandavan.
"An ideal king should be a destroyer of enemies, a protector of his subjects, and one who administers righteous punishment.”
The central principle underlying this conception is that kingship is not a privilege of power or luxury but a form of sacred
duty and self-discipline. The Agni Purana identifies the foremost responsibility of the king as Prajapalana—the protection
and welfare of his subjects. Like a compassionate father, yet with the firmness of a ruler, the king is expected to ensure both
the material and spiritual well-being of his people. Such welfare, however, can only be secured when the kingdom remains
free from internal disorder and external threats. Consequently, the suppression of enemies and the just administration of
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punishment constitute indispensable elements of Rajadharma.

In the Agni Purana, Danda (punishment) symbolizes far more than penal sanction; it is regarded as the essential instrument
for protecting society from Matsyanyaya—the "law of the fish," where the strong prey upon the weak. Dandaniti therefore
represents the legal order through which stability, justice, and social harmony are maintained.

The text highlights several fundamental principles of judicial administration:

A society without punishment resembles an ocean in which large fish devour smaller ones. Appropriate punishment alone
protects the weak, restrains the powerful, and preserves justice.

The administration of justice must remain entirely impartial. Personal affection, prejudice, or social status should never
influence judicial decisions. Even if the offender is related to the king or belongs to a privileged social class, he must be
subjected to the law.

Judicial decisions should never rest upon conjecture or personal opinion. Instead, verdicts must be based upon reliable
witnesses, documentary evidence, and circumstantial proof.

Punishment should correspond to the gravity of the offence while taking into account the offender's intention and surrounding
circumstances. Excessively severe punishment amounts to tyranny, whereas excessively lenient punishment encourages
criminal behaviour and weakens social order. Like Kautilya's Arthashastra, the Agni Purana conceives the state as a living
organism composed of seven interdependent elements, commonly known as the Saptanga Theory. The stability and prosperity
of the kingdom depend upon the harmonious functioning of these seven constituent parts.

Element Symbolic Representation Political Significance

Svami (King) Head Leadership, vision, and sovereign decision-making
Amatya (Ministers) Eyes Policy formulation and administrative supervision
Janapada (Territory and People) | Legs Economic productivity and demographic foundation
Durga (Fortifications) Arms Defence and security

KosRirreasitl ., l;aii:ancial resources for governance and public wel-
Danda (Army) Mind Maintenance of order and military strength

Mitra (Allies) Ears Diplomacy and geopolitical balance

According to the Agni Purana, the weakness of any one of these seven elements threatens the stability of the entire political
structure. Therefore, an ideal state requires the balanced development and maintenance of each constituent.

The political philosophy of the Agni Purana extends well beyond taxation and law enforcement. It presents an early conception
of the welfare state, emphasizing the ruler's obligation toward public well-being.

The text recommends the establishment of hospitals, the excavation of wells and reservoirs, support for widows and orphans,
and relief measures during periods of famine through the resources of the royal treasury. Such provisions reveal a remarkably
comprehensive understanding of governmental responsibility.

Equally significant is its emphasis on moral and ethical education. The purpose of the state is not merely to regulate external
behaviour through legal coercion but also to cultivate an inner sense of righteousness among its citizens. Thus, the parallel
pursuit of material prosperity (Abhyudaya) and spiritual fulfilment (Nihsreyasa) constitutes the ultimate objective of the
social order envisioned in the Agni Purana.

From a political-theoretical perspective, the Agni Purana does not regard religion, law, and the state as independent or
competing institutions. Instead, it conceives them as mutually reinforcing pillars of an integrated socio-political order. While
modern political theory often separates law from morality, the Agni Purana argues that law without an ethical foundation
(Dharma) risks degenerating into tyranny, whereas law without the coercive authority of the state (Danda) becomes ineffective.
1. The Multidimensional Concept of Rajadharma in the Agni Purana: A Synthesis of Morality and Good Governance
At the heart of the political philosophy of the Agni Purana lies the concept of Rajadharma. Far from being a charter for
arbitrary authority or despotic rule, Rajadharma represents an enduring commitment to public welfare, moral responsibility,
and collective righteousness. A close examination of the text reveals that the stability, legitimacy, and ethical foundation of
the state ultimately rest upon the ruler's integrity, moral excellence, and unwavering sense of duty. The king is not merely the
wielder of temporal power; he is simultaneously the embodiment of Dharma, the guardian of social order, and the supreme
protector of his subjects. Consequently, the Agni Purana portrays kingship not as an institution of privilege and luxury but as
a sacred discipline dedicated to the service of society.

Prajapalana: The Supreme Duty of the King

The Agni Purana accords the highest importance to the king's role as the protector of the people (Prajapalaka). The
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greatness of a ruler is measured neither by the extent of his territorial conquests nor by the abundance of his treasury, but by
the peace, prosperity, and security enjoyed by his subjects.
The True Measure of Kingship:
The genuine glory of a ruler lies neither in accumulated wealth nor in the expansion of conquered territories; rather, it is
found in wiping away the tears of his people and establishing an atmosphere of justice, peace, and fearlessness.
When the king governs in accordance with Dharma, justice flourishes, social harmony is preserved, and political stability is
secured. Conversely, a ruler who abandons Dharma inevitably drives the kingdom toward disorder, injustice, and eventual
collapse.
Moral Excellence and Royal Virtue
The Agni Purana places extraordinary emphasis on the personal character of the ruler, for the moral quality of the state is
viewed as a reflection of the king's own ethical disposition. According to the text, an ideal ruler should possess the following
virtues:

o Truthfulness and Self-restraint: Truthfulness and mastery over the senses constitute the foremost ornaments of

kingship.
e Wisdom and Forbearance: Decisions should be guided by prudence and foresight rather than by anger or arrogance.
o Freedom from Greed and Partiality: The ruler must overcome desire, anger, greed, attachment, pride, and jealousy,
as these vices undermine justice and compromise administrative impartiality.

Thus, political authority derives its legitimacy not merely from power but from moral discipline and ethical self-governance.
Paternal Guardianship and the Ideal of Justice
The Agni Purana instructs the king to treat his subjects with the affection and responsibility of a father. Just as a father willingly
sacrifices his own comfort for the protection and welfare of his children, the ruler must ensure the security, prosperity, and
dignity of all members of society, irrespective of social status or class.
This vision transforms kingship from a purely political institution into a profound moral vocation. The king is expected to
govern with compassion, impartiality, and an unwavering commitment to the common good, thereby fostering trust between
the ruler and the ruled.
Punishment and the Preservation of Order: Suppressing the Wicked, Protecting the Virtuous
One of the most significant dimensions of Rajadharma is the balanced application of punishment (Danda). The Agni Purana
clearly maintains that:

e Undue leniency toward wrongdoers encourages lawlessness and social disorder.

e  Conversely, unjust punishment inflicted upon the innocent destroys the moral legitimacy of the state.
Therefore, punishment must always be administered in accordance with justice and proportionality. In the political philosophy
of the Agni Purana, Danda is not an instrument of vengeance or fear but an indispensable means of preserving justice,
protecting virtue, and maintaining social equilibrium.
The Integrated Framework of Rajadharma
The Agni Purana presents Rajadharma as an integrated system in which morality, law, and administration function in mutual
harmony.

Dharma Law Administration

Ethical foundation of governance | Normative legal framework | Practical implementation of justice and public policy
In this framework:

¢ Dharma provides the ethical principles that guide governance.

e Law translates those principles into enforceable norms.

e Administration ensures their effective implementation for the welfare of society.
Together, these three pillars constitute the foundation of an ideal political order.
Political-Theoretical Evaluation: Relevance to Modern Governance
From the perspective of contemporary political theory, the conception of Rajadharma in the Agni Purana places responsibility
above power. Rather than glorifying political authority, it emphasizes the ruler's moral obligations toward society. Concepts
that modern political science identifies as Ethical Governance, Rule of Law, Accountability, and Public Welfare find
strikingly early expression within this ancient text.
For this reason, the political philosophy of the Agni Purana should not be regarded merely as a historical or religious prescription
confined to antiquity. Instead, it represents a timeless and institutionally sophisticated vision of governance, offering enduring
insights into justice, ethical leadership, and the responsibilities of the state. Its principles continue to illuminate contemporary
discussions on good governance, constitutional morality, and the ethical exercise of political power.
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Law and Dandantti in the Agni Purana: The Political Philosophy of Justice

Within the long and distinguished tradition of ancient Indian political thought, law (Vyavahara or Dharma) was never
conceived merely as a mechanical instrument for suppressing crime or inflicting punishment. Rather, it functioned as the
principal guardian of collective morality, social equilibrium, and the ethical stability of the state. The Agni Purana faithfully
upholds this classical tradition by presenting law as an inseparable and living manifestation of Dharma. According to the
philosophical vision of the text, while Dharma establishes the eternal moral ideals that guide human conduct, law translates
those ideals into practical social reality. Consequently, Dharma and law are portrayed not as competing concepts but as
complementary and mutually sustaining principles.

The primary objective of Dandantiti (the science of punishment) in the Agni Purana is not vengeance but the establishment
of justice, equality, and social order. The text warns that when the state becomes indifferent to crime and injustice, society
inevitably descends into Matsyanyaya—the “law of the fish,” wherein the stronger devour the weaker without restraint.
The Political Significance of Punishment:

Punishment is not merely an instrument of fear; it is the shield of the weak and the restraint upon the arrogance of the
powerful. A state without punishment is nothing more than an unprotected wilderness.

For this reason, Danda is regarded as an indispensable and sacred element of sovereign authority. Nevertheless, its application
must always remain rational, impartial, and firmly grounded in Dharma. Excessive or arbitrary punishment transforms the state
into an instrument of tyranny, while excessive leniency toward offenders invites anarchy and undermines public confidence
in justice.

One of the most remarkable characteristics of the judicial philosophy presented in the Agni Purana is its unwavering
commitment to impartial justice. Neither judges nor the king himself may allow personal affection, social status, wealth, or
political influence to interfere with the administration of justice. Before the law, all individuals are equally accountable.
Even if the offender belongs to the royal household or occupies a privileged social position, punishment must be imposed
strictly according to the gravity of the offence. No individual enjoys immunity from justice.

This ancient legal principle bears a striking resemblance to the modern constitutional doctrine of the Rule of Law, according
to which every person, regardless of rank or privilege, remains equally subject to the law.

The Agni Purana assigns exceptional importance to evidence in judicial proceedings. Judgements should never be based
upon speculation, rumours, hearsay, or personal prejudice. Instead, judicial decisions must rest upon credible witnesses,
documentary records, and reliable circumstantial evidence, ensuring that justice is founded upon objective truth rather than
subjective opinion.

The text also advocates a sophisticated understanding of proportional justice, emphasizing that punishment must correspond
to the seriousness of the offence.

Nature of the Offence Nature of Punishment Political and Social Consequences

Minor offence Excessively harsh punishment Creates public resentment and projects the state as oppressive

Encourages criminal behaviour and weakens respect for the

Serious offence Unduly lenient punishment law

Balanced and proportionate sanc- | Preserves public morality and strengthens the authority of
tion law

Thus, the legitimacy of punishment lies not in its severity but in its fairness, proportionality, and consistency.

The legal philosophy of the Agni Purana may be understood through three interrelated principles:

Appropriate punishment

Legitimacy Justice Social Cohesion

Law functions not merely as an instrument
of coercion but as a means of cultivating
civic responsibility, moral discipline, and
social harmony.

Together, these principles establish a coherent framework in which law derives both its moral authority and its practical
effectiveness.

From the standpoint of political theory, the philosophy of Dandaniti articulated in the Agni Purana conveys a timeless
message for both ancient and contemporary systems of governance. The true strength of the state lies not in its capacity for
indiscriminate coercion but in the restrained, just, and ethical exercise of its punitive authority. A government that administers
justice fairly and consistently earns genuine legitimacy in the eyes of its people.

Accordingly, the legal philosophy of the Agni Purana should not be regarded merely as an historical account of an ancient
judicial system. Rather, it offers a profound and enduring political-theoretical framework that integrates law, justice,

Political authority becomes legitimate | Judicial decisions must be based upon
when punishment is administered in | evidence rather than speculation,
accordance with Dharma. ensuring proportional justice.
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governance, and moral responsibility into a unified vision of the state. Its insights continue to resonate with contemporary
discussions on the Rule of Law, constitutional morality, ethical governance, and the pursuit of good governance in
modern political systems.
The State and Administration in the Agni Purana: The Political Philosophy of Good Governance
In the classical tradition of ancient Indian political thought, the state was never conceived merely as an institution for the
exercise of power. Rather, it was regarded as a living social organism founded upon Dharma (righteousness), justice,
administrative efficiency, and public welfare. The Agni Purana develops this conception with remarkable clarity and
sophistication. Within its political vision, the state is not simply a territorial entity or an instrument of political dominance;
it represents a harmonious synthesis of moral authority, administrative organization, and social stability. The success of the
state ultimately depends upon the wisdom of its ruler, the competence of its administration, and its unwavering commitment
to the welfare of its subjects.
The Agni Purana envisions the primary purpose of the state not as the domination of its people but as the protection of their
lives, the administration of justice, and the promotion of their welfare. Although the king occupies the highest position within
the political order, he remains subordinate to Dharma. His authority is neither arbitrary nor absolute; rather, it is constrained
and legitimized by the principles of righteousness and justice. This conception bestows moral legitimacy upon the state and
transforms political authority into an instrument of public service.
The text portrays the state as an institution in which administrative order and ethical governance complement one another.
Administration is not limited to the enforcement of laws; its broader purpose is to create a social environment in which
individuals may live securely, with dignity, justice, and peace.
The Agni Purana places considerable emphasis on the appointment of a competent and virtuous Council of Ministers as
an indispensable element of effective governance. The king is not expected to govern in isolation; rather, he should seek the
counsel of experienced, learned, and trustworthy ministers before making important political decisions. The effectiveness of
administration depends upon assigning responsibilities to capable and morally upright individuals.
The qualifications expected of ministers include learning, integrity, wisdom, discretion, loyalty to the state, and the ability
to preserve confidentiality. Conversely, the text warns against entrusting administrative authority to corrupt, greedy, or
incompetent individuals, as such appointments inevitably weaken the state. In this way, the Agni Purana establishes a close
relationship between administrative efficiency and ethical character.
The Agni Purana also recognizes the necessity of maintaining a well-organized treasury for the effective functioning of the
state. However, taxation is not presented as an instrument of exploitation. Instead, revenue should be collected to finance
national security, administrative functions, and public welfare initiatives. The proper use of the royal treasury for the benefit
of the people is regarded as an essential obligation of Rajadharma.
This perspective closely resembles the economic philosophy of the modern Welfare State, in which public resources are
employed to ensure security, develop infrastructure, promote public health, and improve the overall quality of life of citizens.
The Agni Purana assigns great importance to the defence of the state. A strong military organization and an efficient defence
system are regarded as essential for safeguarding sovereignty and maintaining political stability. Nevertheless, warfare is
never portrayed as the preferred course of action. The ruler's foremost duty is to preserve peace; however, whenever the
security of the kingdom or the welfare of the people is threatened, he must respond with firmness and determination.
Accordingly, military power is understood not as an instrument of aggression but as a legitimate means of protecting justice,
independence, and public security.
The ultimate objective of statecraft in the Agni Purana is the establishment of good governance. According to the text, an
ideal political order rests upon five fundamental principles:

e Righteous and ethical leadership

e An impartial system of justice
Efficient and competent administration
Policies directed toward public welfare

e The preservation of social order
The harmonious integration of these five elements constitutes the foundation of an ideal state. The text further emphasizes
that the personal integrity of the ruler and the competence of the administrative machinery are indispensable prerequisites for
political stability and sustainable governance.
From the perspective of contemporary political theory, the conception of the state presented in the Agni Purana bears striking
similarities to the modern principles of Good Governance, Responsible Government, Public Administration, and the
Welfare State. The state is envisioned not as a centre of coercive power but as a moral institution dedicated to ethical
responsibility, administrative competence, and public welfare.
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Consequently, the Agni Purana offers far more than a historical account of ancient Indian governance. It presents a coherent
political philosophy in which power, morality, administrative wisdom, and public welfare are integrated into a unified
framework of just governance. For this reason, its conception of the state continues to hold considerable relevance for
contemporary discussions in political science, public administration, and theories of good governance.

Public Welfare, Social Order, and the Ethical State in the Agni Purana

One of the fundamental characteristics of ancient Indian political philosophy is its conception of the state as the guardian of
public welfare and social stability, rather than merely an instrument of political authority. The Agni Purana clearly embodies
this ideal. According to the text, the true success of a state is measured not by the extent of its territorial expansion but by
its ability to create a social environment in which people can live with security, justice, and dignity. Consequently, the Agni
Purana assigns primary importance to the promotion of public welfare, social cohesion, and the establishment of an ethical
social order as essential responsibilities of the state.

The Agni Purana portrays the king as the guardian and protector of his subjects. His foremost responsibility is to ensure the
overall well-being of the people. The text suggests that during periods of famine, natural disasters, or economic distress, the
ruler must utilize the royal treasury to provide relief and support to the population. Likewise, the provision of healthcare,
access to drinking water, the construction of roads, and the maintenance of religious and social institutions are regarded as
integral responsibilities of the state. This conception bears a striking resemblance to the modern idea of the Welfare State, in
which the government actively works to ensure the security and well-being of its citizens.

According to the Agni Purana, enduring social order cannot be achieved solely through law or punitive measures. Genuine
social stability depends upon the moral consciousness of individuals. For this reason, the text presents Dharma not merely
as a system of external rituals but as the foundation of ethical character and moral discipline. Truthfulness, self-restraint,
compassion, charity, civility, and self-control are identified as the essential virtues of a well-ordered society. In this vision,
social order is not maintained primarily through fear of punishment but through the internalization of moral values and ethical
responsibility.

The Agni Purana presents the individual, society, and the state as mutually dependent entities. When individuals live in
accordance with Dharma, families become stable; stable families contribute to a harmonious society, and a harmonious
society, in turn, strengthens the state. Within this interconnected framework, the responsibility of the state is to create a moral
and lawful environment in which individuals are able to fulfil their duties and responsibilities. Thus, the state is conceived not
merely as an instrument of control but as a facilitator of social development and collective well-being.

The ethical character of the state, according to the Agni Purana, extends beyond the personal virtues of the ruler. Ethical
governance is presented as a fundamental principle that must permeate the entire administrative structure. The king, ministers,
judges, and administrative officials are all expected to conduct themselves in accordance with the principles of Dharma and
justice. If the state itself deviates from the path of morality, law loses its legitimacy, public confidence declines, and social
instability inevitably follows.

In this sense, the Agni Purana articulates the concept of an Ethical State, where political authority derives its legitimacy from
moral righteousness rather than from coercive power alone.

One of the defining characteristics of the political philosophy of the Agni Purana is its integrated understanding of religion
(Dharma), law, and the state. Dharma shapes the moral character of individuals; law transforms those ethical principles
into binding social norms; and the state implements those norms to establish justice, order, and stability within society. This
threefold relationship constitutes the very foundation of the Agni Purana's conception of governance.

Through this integrated framework, the text demonstrates that social cohesion cannot be achieved merely through administrative
efficiency. Rather, it is the product of ethical values, just laws, and responsible governance working together in harmony.
Viewed from the perspective of contemporary political theory, the social philosophy of the Agni Purana exhibits remarkable
affinities with modern concepts such as Social Cohesion, Ethical Governance, Civic Responsibility, and Human-Centred
Governance. The state is envisioned as a moral institution whose ultimate purpose is not the preservation of political power
but the promotion of justice, public welfare, and social harmony.

Accordingly, the Agni Purana presents a political philosophy in which governance is fundamentally rooted in ethics,
responsibility, and the common good. Its vision of a morally grounded state continues to offer valuable insights for contemporary
debates on good governance, social justice, and the ethical foundations of political authority.

The Contemporary Relevance of the Agni Purana: Lessons for Modern Political Thought

Although the Agni Purana belongs to the corpus of ancient Indian religious literature, its reflections on governance, justice,
administration, and public welfare transcend the historical context in which it was composed. Many of its political ideas
continue to resonate with the fundamental principles of modern democratic governance. Rather than viewing the text merely
as a historical document, it may be approached as an enduring source of political philosophy whose insights remain relevant
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to contemporary debates on ethics, statecraft, and public administration.

One of the most significant contributions of the Agni Purana is its emphasis on ethical leadership. The text repeatedly reminds
the ruler that political authority is inseparable from moral responsibility. A king who abandons righteousness ultimately loses
legitimacy, regardless of his military strength or political influence. This principle finds a striking parallel in contemporary
democratic theory, where public office is understood not as a privilege but as a public trust.

Modern concepts such as political accountability, constitutional morality, and ethical leadership reflect the same
fundamental idea that legitimate authority must always be exercised within the limits of justice and public responsibility.
The Agni Purana insists that justice must remain impartial and that punishment should be administered according to established
principles rather than personal preference. Although the text emerged within a monarchical framework, its insistence upon
fairness, evidence-based judgement, and proportional punishment anticipates many of the values associated with the modern
Rule of Law. In contemporary constitutional democracies, equality before the law and judicial impartiality are regarded as
indispensable foundations of legitimate government. The legal philosophy of the Agni Purana therefore continues to possess
remarkable intellectual relevance.

The administrative philosophy articulated in the Agni Purana also bears considerable similarity to contemporary theories
of Good Governance. Efficient administration, competent ministers, responsible financial management, public welfare,
and transparent decision-making are presented as essential conditions for political stability. Modern public administration
similarly emphasizes accountability, institutional efficiency, responsiveness, and citizen-centred governance. The text
therefore demonstrates that effective governance depends not merely upon institutional structures but equally upon the ethical
quality of those who govern.

Perhaps the most enduring contribution of the Agni Purana lies in its conception of public welfare as the moral foundation of
political authority. The legitimacy of the ruler is measured not by territorial expansion or military victories but by the prosperity,
security, and happiness of the people. This principle closely resembles the modern welfare state, where governments derive
legitimacy through their ability to protect citizens' rights, promote social justice, and improve the quality of public life. From
the standpoint of political theory, the Agni Purana presents an integrated model in which Dharma, Law, and State operate
as mutually reinforcing institutions. Ethical values provide legitimacy to law; law institutionalizes justice; and the state
implements both for the welfare of society.

Unlike many modern political traditions that often separate ethics from politics, the Agni Purana argues that political authority
cannot remain stable unless it rests upon moral principles. Its political philosophy therefore represents a synthesis of ethical
governance, legal order, and public welfare.

Conclusion

The Agni Purana should not be viewed merely as a religious or mythological text belonging to the distant past. It is equally a
sophisticated source of ancient Indian political thought that presents a coherent vision of ethical governance, just administration,
responsible leadership, and public welfare.

Its conception of Rajadharma, law, administration, and social order demonstrates that political authority achieves legitimacy
only when exercised within the framework of morality and justice. In an age confronted by challenges of corruption,
administrative inefficiency, declining public trust, and ethical crises in governance, the political philosophy of the Agni Purana
offers valuable normative insights.

Ultimately, the enduring significance of the Agni Purana lies not in its antiquity but in its timeless assertion that the strength
of a state is measured not by its power, but by its commitment to justice, ethical governance, and the welfare of its
people.
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